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Curie Canuela is a Senior Environment Scientist Specialist at CalRecycle. She is part of
CalRecycle’s business assistance team, the schools team lead, and manages state agency
programs along with SB 1383 implementation for local education agencies and non-local
entities.
Curie has nearly 15 years of waste management experience assisting jurisdictions,
state agencies, recycling manufacturers, and schools.
She will be talking about the Short-Lived Climate Pollutants: Organic Waste Methane
Emissions Reduction law (SB 1383) which is effective on January 1, 2022.
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Current Solid Waste Laws
• AB 32 California Global Warming Solutions Act (2006): The first
comprehensive program of regulatory and market mechanisms to
achieve real, quantifiable reductions of greenhouse gases (GHG).
• AB 341 Mandatory Commercial Recycling (2012): Requires
public entities that generate four cubic yards of solid waste per
week to reuse, recycle, compost, or otherwise divert solid waste
from disposal.
• AB 1826 Mandatory Commercial Organics Recycling (2016):
requires public entities that generate two cubic yards of solid waste
(total of trash, recycling, and organics) per week to implement an
organic waste recycling program.
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Current Solid Waste Laws
• AB 827 (2020): Builds off AB 341 and AB 1826. Public entities
must make recycling and organic recycling containers available.
These containers must be placed adjacent to trash containers
and be visible, easily accessible, and clearly marked.
• SB 1383 Short-Lived Climate Pollutants: Organic Waste
Methane Emissions Reduction (2022): Schools and local
education agencies will be required to prevent, reduce the
generation of, and recycle organic waste. Additionally, in 2024,
schools and local education agencies with an on-site food facility
will be required to recover edible food.

Definitions
• Local Education Agency: a school district,
charter school, or county office of education that
is not subject to the control of city or county
regulations related to solid waste.
• Organic Waste: Solid wastes containing material
originated from living organisms and their
metabolic waste products including, but not
limited to, food, green material, landscape and
pruning waste, organic textiles and carpets,
lumber, wood, paper products, printing and writing
paper, manure, biosolids, digestate, and sludges.
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SB 1383 Organic Waste Requirements
• Article 5. Generators of Organic Waste (Section 18986.1 & 18986.2)
Subscribe to an organic waste collection service, or self-haul organic waste to
a recovery facility
Need to provide containers for the collection of organic waste and non-organic
recyclables in all areas where disposal containers are located, except
restrooms
Prohibit employees from placing organic waste in a container not designated
for organic waste
Periodic inspections of containers for contamination and inform employees if
containers are contaminated
Provide information to employees and students on methods for prevention of
organic waste generation

Waivers
• Article 5. Generators of Organic Waste (Section 18986.3)
 De Minimis:
 Solid waste is 2 cu. yd or more and organic waste is less
than 20 gallons per week
 Solid waste is less than 2 cu. yd and organic waste is less
than 10 gallons per week
 Space Constraints: no adequate space for organic containers
must be determined by a hauler, licensed architect or engineer
 The entity is located within a jurisdiction or census tract that has
been granted a waiver by the Department pursuant to Section
18984.12.
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Mandated Food Donors (Article 10)
(Sections 18991.3 – 18991.5)

Tier 1

Starts 2022

Food Service
Providers &
Food Distributors
Grocery Stores
Facilities ≥ 10,000 sq.
ft.

WHAT DOES
“EDIBLE FOOD”
MEAN?

Starts 2024

Restaurants
Facilities ≥ with 250 or
more seats or 5,000 sq.
ft.

Wholesale Food
Vendors

Supermarkets

Tier 2

Large Venues and
Events
State Agencies
with cafeterias ≥ with
250 or more seats or
5,000 sq. ft.

Hotels
with on‐site food
facility and ≥ 200 rooms
Local Education
Agencies
with on‐site food facility

H

Health Facilities
with ≥ 100 beds and
on‐site food facility

All Food Donations Must Be in Compliance with the
California Retail Food Code

“Edible food” means food
intended for human
consumption.
“Edible food” is not solid
waste if it is recovered and
not discarded.
Nothing in this chapter
requires or authorizes the
recovery of edible food
that does not meet the
food safety requirements
of the California Retail
Food Code.
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Enforcement
Enforcement process for Local Education Agencies (Section 18996.7)
• Issue a Notice of Violation (NOV) requiring compliance within 90 days
• Can grant up to an additional 90 days extension
• Shall be listed on the Organic Waste Recovery Noncompliance Inventory on
CalRecycle’s website

Resources
SB 1383 Home Page: https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp
Outreach, Education and Signage:
https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/recycle/commercial/organics/prtoolkit
Model Food Recovery Agreement:
https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/foodrecovery/donors
To stay up to date, sign up for CalRecycle’s Schools and Short-Lived Climate
Pollutants (SLCP) listservs: https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/Listservs/
SLCP In-Box: slcp.organics@calrecycle.ca.gov
School In-Box: schools@calrecycle.ca.gov
School Waste Reduction Programs: https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/recycle/schools
SB 1383 Local Education Agency webpage is coming soon!
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Disclaimer
This guidance tool was developed by CalRecycle as a courtesy for
informational and example purposes only. Use of this tool is optional and is
not a regulatory requirement. In the event of any conflict with this guidance
tool or information herein, applicable statutory and regulatory provisions shall
control. This tool and information herein are based on known facts and legal
authority as understood by CalRecycle at the time of release. Any analysis,
guidance, or other information herein may be subject to change based on
changed facts or legal authority, actual or understood, subsequent to the time
of this communication. The provision of this guidance tool and any analysis,
guidance, or other information herein shall not be construed as a waiver of
any rights or remedies available to CalRecycle. Recipients of this
communication are encouraged to seek the assistance of legal counsel to
comply with applicable state law based on their pertinent facts and
circumstances. CalRecycle makes no representation that use of this tool will
ensure compliance with regulatory requirements. The user assumes all risk
and CalRecycle accepts no responsibility or liability to any person because of
the use of, or reliance upon, this tool or the information herein.
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